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Canadian military, which decreed that female air force applicants could take up to four years
to join the service. The high court ruled Tuesday that a lower court judge who initially tossed
out the sex-discrimination suit against the military properly dismissed the case in its entirety.

The top court ruled that the lower-court judge erred by allowing the military to raise a
qualified immunity defence against a lawsuit that was brought by two female air force

applicants. Story continues below advertisement Qualified immunity, a defence that shields
the state or federal government from lawsuits, was raised because it seemed the military was

defending itself against a sexual-harassment suit brought by the applicants. The military
argued that qualified immunity shields it from sexual-discrimination lawsuits as long as it

abides by its rules and offers a fair process for those who allege they were mistreated in the
employment process. The court agreed. Supreme Court Justice Michael Moldaver, writing for

the majority, said the military is entitled to the defence. "The remedy we provide today is
what would have been available to the defence had it been raised on its own motion," he

wrote. "The effect of our decision is that [the applicants] have had their day in court." The
applicants, who were all serving air force personnel, had challenged an overall military

recruiting policy that they said discriminated on the basis of gender. The applicants alleged
the policy imposed a quota system on the number of women and men that the military could

enlist. The applicants in the lawsuit were not recruited to the air force. The applicants said that
under the military's recruiting policy, women were required to wait up to four years to join the
force while men were not. In one case, a woman was allowed to join the force after two years

of waiting. In his ruling, the lower court judge said the women brought the edd6d56e20
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