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illness. He was only 48. "Unfortunately we can't get past his death," Randy Gilmore, Rory's mother, said of his son, in a statement from his Los Angeles-based label, Interscope Records. "As a family we are sad for the loss of such a beautiful son, brother, nephew,
grandson and love." The singer's family said Gilmore's death was unexpected. "He was born with a heart condition. There was a long time of sickness in his life, he never really recovered from it. It was something that he had had for many years." Gilmore reportedly
passed on Saturday night in Los Angeles, the same city where he achieved fame. His death comes at a time when popular music has lost some of its appeal for many young people, with the death of several legends, including Prince and Whitney Houston, prompting
introspective thinking about what it means to be a music listener. "My grandmother taught me about the life that was about to be mine, of what it meant to be a black woman in America. Her stories all had a moral and a message, and I was her greatest legacy," Houston
said in a 2013 interview. "I am not a singer but I can tell you, I can tell you that I will always be grateful to her for instilling in me this love and this appreciation of music," she said. Cynthia Street wrote in the Guardian that Gilmore's death is reminiscent of the death of
Aretha Franklin last year. "He shared some of the same demons with the Queen of Soul: substance abuse, and the pain of being a young man surrounded by older, richer
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